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10th Annual Prairielands 
Training College 

PTC was established as a training event "To teach the things we wish people had taught us when we first started."   
PTC doesn't repeat basic training - instead, it teaches you additional things that will make your time in Scouting true "Quality 
Time": more fun, less work for you, safer, and more valuable for both you and for the youth you serve.  Instructors are people 
with experience in the subjects they teach.  In several classes, non-Scouting professionals (Doctors, accountants, lawyers, 

and others) provide you with the best possible information. 
 

The most valuable part of PTC may be getting to know other people.  These are people you can share experiences with and 
who you can go to later for advice and help.  Our goal is to have you leave at the end of the day enthusiastic about Scouting, 

anxious to share what you've learned, and grateful that you took the time to come. 

Take the  
steps 
necessary to 
learn from 
fellow 
Scouters.  

The mission of Prairielands 

Training College (PTC) is to 

support your leadership skills by 

providing information through 

expert teachers and expanding 

your network of mentors and 

friends within Scouting.  PTC 

strives to make your experience 

as a Scouter fun and valuable for 

both you and the youth you serve.  

LOCATION!  
  
PTC will be held at Parkland 
College, park in lot C4 2400 W. 
Bradley Ave. Champaign, IL 61821  
  
REGISTER ONLINE:  
www.prairielandsbsa.org/college 
  
COST: $40 ($35 IF 
REGISTRATION IS RECEIVED 

AND PAID IN FULL BY 1/29/10)  

Celebrating a decade of  adult leader training as 
we enter the next century of  Scouting! 

AFTER 

PTC 

BEFORE 

PTC 

REGISTER ONLINE for the fastest and most accurate registration.  Online registration allows you to see if 

room is available in the classes you want and what your individual schedule of classes is.  Some classes have a 

limited attendance and are offered on a first-come first-served basis so REGISTER EARLY!  

Cost includes a patch or pin, handouts, lunch and ticket for drawings.  Be sure to plan on viewing the displays 

and visiting the Scout shop. The staff of PTC reserves the right to cancel or substitute classes.  For additional 

information go to www.prairielandsbsa.org/college, or call the Prairielands Council office at 217-356-7291 

Ext. 213 or 1-800-464-7291.   

Wear your uniform! 

V5.0 

  

 

http://www.prairielandsbsa.org/college


 

       Some courses may not be offered as planned based on student demand and instructor availability.                     
 

 

GEN103 

 

Attention Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorders – Driven to Distraction?: Don’t let ADD/ADHD drive you nuts.  

Understand these disorders and how they can impact your unit.  How to identify a Scout with attention 

problems and what you can do to help the Scout be successful without disrupting the unit.  A brief overview of 

medications will be presented.  Emphasis will be placed on understanding these disorders so you can 

effectively manage common problems.   Lori Kietzmann 

 

GEN104 

 

Autism and Developmental Disabilities - Strategies for Success for the Scout and Unit:  Autism spectrum 

disorders and other developmental disabilities affect increasing numbers of Scouts.  Learn strategies that 

facilitate inclusion and foster success for both the Scout and the unit.  Specific accommodation and 

educational approaches will be presented.  See how advance preparation can ensure an enriching experience 

for all the Scouts in your unit.  Sheila Krein, Ph.D., The Autism Program, Central Illinois Parent Liaison  

 

GEN105 

 

Dutch Oven Cooking:  How to make a feast in a pot! Learn the techniques that make Dutch Oven cooking 

easy for everyone.  (Limit 25)  This class will meet at 10:00 AM for the instructional portion. From 11 to 12 

up to 8 “cooks” will prepare the meals and experience the joys of hands on cooking.  Register for GEN105A 

to participate in the 11 AM hands-on class.  All class members will return at noon to share the feast.  Your 

lunch ticket will be turned in at 10:00 AM to cover the cost of the meal.  Jerry Byrd & Earl Martin     

 

GEN105A 

 

Dutch Oven Hands On:  Apply the techniques learned in GEN105. LIMITED TO FIFTEEN. Must be 

registered for GEN105, or have taken GEN105 in the past.  Jerry Byrd & Earl Martin  

 

GEN106 

 

Public Speaking for the Non-Professionals:  This presentation is designed to provide a general overview, 

with practical pointers, on preparation and delivery for those who do not regularly speak in public.  Develop 

your own style so you can deliver it like you mean it.  Daniel LaKemper  

 

GEN108 

 

Anatomy of a Healthy Unit:  Don't wait until your unit needs an autopsy to figure out what went wrong.  

When your unit is crippled by not having fresh blood pumping through its veins, you are not able to provide a 

quality program to your Scouts. Don't settle for just average - you want to thrive!  This seasoned leader will 

help you learn healthy unit habits like how to become more efficient, how to get more done and how to utilize 

all of the resources available to you.  

 

GEN114 

 

Scouting & Tax Deductions:  Listen to a tax expert explain what Scouting and other charitable expenses can 

be deducted from your taxes.  Learn what receipts and documentation you need and any new tax laws that 

apply.  Jamie Gossett 

 

GEN115 

 

Leadership Skills:  Leadership is a learned skill.  Discover the techniques effective leaders use to inspire and 

encourage others.  Ralph Kuchenbrod  

 

GEN118 

 

Service Projects:  Why are they important?  Where can you do them?  Get ideas on how to make your next 

service project a memorable one as well as organizations to contact for service opportunities.  Keith Fish  

 

GEN121 

 

Bird Identification and Ecology: Gain a better idea of the lifestyles and habitats of some of our resident bird 

species and those who migrate through in the spring and fall. Learn how changes in habitat, predation and 

other factors are impacting their populations. Mike Ward  

 

GEN122 

 

Wildflowers of the Midwest: Discover the beauty and value of some of our native prairie, woodland and 

wetland flowering plants in the Midwest, where and when to find them, and how they are impacted by such 

perils as human development and invasive species. Illinois Natural History Survey  

 

GEN141 

 

Pack and Troop Event Planning:  Blue at the thought of planning your Blue & Gold ceremony?  In a dither 

over the Derby?  Traumatized over a troop fund raiser?  Check out this class and get ideas and timesaving tips 

for planning the big events in your Pack or Troop.  Bill Campbell 

 

General Skills Curriculum  

(Courses beneficial to all Scouters) 



 

       Some courses may not be offered as planned based on student demand and instructor availability.                     
 

 

 

 

GEN150 

 

Tree Identification: Learn how to use tree morphology (leaves, seeds, twigs, bark and tree shape) to identify trees 

using a simple key. Understand how habitat helps determine the tree species composition of a forest, and how 

invasive plant species impact Midwestern forest communities. Chris Johns 

GEN151 Sting, Bite, Itch!:  Let’s avoid the unpleasant aspects of nature.  Did you know that raccoons can have a worm that 

is deadly to people?  Do you know the correct way to remove ticks to avoid getting diseases?  Take a look at ticks, 

parasites, and poisonous plants and learn how to keep you and your Scouts healthy in the outdoors.  Ellen 

Kuchenbrod 

GEN152 

 

Awards That Adults Can Get:  Did you know that leaders can have fun and earn neat stuff too?  Learn about all of 

the knots and patches that Cub Scout, Boy Scout and Venturing Leaders can receive, and where to wear them!  

Troye Kauffman  

GEN153 

 

Wood Badge 101—All of this for two little wooden beads?:    You’ve heard that Wood Badge is the ultimate 

training experience for Scouters but it may seem like a lot of work to get just two wooden beads.  This course 

explores the history and purpose behind Wood Badge and shares what you can do to make the most of your Wood 

Badge experience.  Find out how the benefits of Wood Badge go beyond the Scouting uniform!   Paul Lang 

GEN155 

 

Man vs. Woman:  Why are they so different?  Explore the scientific reasons why men and women think and act the 

way they do.  Why can’t he listen when he’s watching TV? Why does she talk all the time? These questions will be 

answered and many more! Couples are encouraged to attend together so you can finally understand each other!  

Ellen Kuchenbrod 

GEN157 

 

Women in the Wild:  Don’t like the idea of being away from your creature comforts?  A little wary of “going” in 

the woods?  Get some tips from women who have been there and done that.  Some outdoor survival tips for women 

and the men who camp with them.  Gay Martin   

GEN158 

 

Communication: Are you losing something in the translation? Do you have trouble communicating with Scouts, 

parents, volunteers and/or loved ones? Is your dog the only one paying any attention to you? This class will teach 

you techniques to improve your verbal communication and listening skills.  Ralph Kuchenbrod  

GEN163 

 

Rules of Safe Scouting- That Everyone Gets Wrong: An overview of the dos and don’ts in all BSA programs, 

including transportation, camping, aquatics, firearms, age limits, and more.  Both new and experienced leaders can 

benefit.   Q and A available.  Glenn Overby  

GEN170 Religious Emblems and Requirements We profess a Duty to God.  One way to explore this important aspect of 

Scouting is through use of the religious emblems programs for the various faiths.  Come learn more about how to 

earn those cool medals and wear the purple and silver knot!   Linda Atherton 

GEN171 Adderal, Alavert, and Advair- Oh My!  Gain understanding of the reasons for common prescription medications 

as well as their effects and side effects on your Scouts.  Neal Horner, R. Ph. 

GEN173 Hazardous Weather Preparedness Training.  This class will cover the new required course for Scout Leaders- 

Hazardous Weather Preparedness Training.  Remember that at least one adult on each tour permit is required to have 

taken this training.  Wayne Frankie 

GEN174 Geocaching with Scouts Take hiking with your Scouts to the next level with Geocaching!  Learn how to seek a 

cache, how to learn where caches are along your route, and  how to operate hand-held GPS units. Howard Olsen 

GEN175 Textin’ To The Oldies: A Primer on the Social Networking Technology Your Scouts Are Using.  Do you think 

Facebook is what happens when you fall asleep while reading?  That twits and tweets are sounds that birds make?  

Than this course if for you!  Learn how to stay connected with your tech-savvy Scouts and parents. Sam Trusner 

GEN176 Leadership Training while on a Family Vacation: Philmont Training Center  Discover what Philmont Training 

Center holds for you and your family.  Outstanding courses for Scouters with the latest up-to-date information plus 

fun programs for every member of your family.  Take this class and find out what is waiting for you in God’s 

country.  Find out what you can learn while having the experience of a lifetime!  Randy Osgood 

GEN268 Guns and Roses: This course covers firearms safety for female leaders.  A hands-on session will be scheduled later 

in the spring to compliment the basic skills information shared in this presentation.  Tony Martin 

GEN269 

 

Girly Knots:  Take a walk on the silky side! Learn about knots as they have been used through history for clothing, 

jewelry and decorative adornment.  If you are ready to “go gorgeous” with rope in hand, this class is for you! There 

will be plenty of examples to inspire you, and you’ll get to make something pretty you can keep.  Chris Johns 

GEN276 

 

Basic First Aid:  All of the things you will need to know about taking care of accidents, incidents and problems on 

your camping or hiking activities.  This class focuses on providing care for minor emergencies until professional 

help arrives.  Matt Tracy 

GEN377 CPR This class will certify the participant in adult, child, and infant CPR, as well as how to use an Automated 

External Defibrillator.  There is an additional fee of $20 payable to the for this program.  Brian Walker 

General Skills Curriculum continued   

(Courses applicable to all Scouters) 



 

       Some courses may not be offered as planned based on student demand and instructor availability.                     
 

 

  

CS101 

 

Cub Scout Crafts: New ideas for crafts to do with your Cubs!  Learn simple and fun crafts that will keep your Cubs busy and 

involved. Marilyn Heinsohn 

 

CS102 

 

Wolf & Bear Workshop:  Most of the Tiger Cub partners are gone, and you've got 12 achievements to cover. Here's how to 

plan your program year as a Wolf or Bear Den Leader to keep your boys interested, keep your parents involved, and keep 

your sanity.  Rod Henk 

 

CS104 

 

Cub Scout Magic:  An experienced magician will talk about getting Cub Scouts started as magicians.  Learn about books, 

equipment, and techniques that are suitable for this age group, as well as how to prepare as a leader. J.R. Thomas  

 

CS118 

 

Cub Scout Ceremonies:   In the cookie cutter trap?  Make every award & achievement memorable!! Find out how to use the 

monthly themes, program helps, and other Scouting resources to create ceremonies for all your Pack events.  Karen Stack  

 

CS150 

 

Cub Scout Awards Beyond the Ranks:  Now that your Cubs have earned their ranks what else is there to do?  Plenty!  Find 

out about arrow points, Webelos compass points, sports/academic belt loops & pins, religious awards, Summertime Pack 

award, and the trail medal.  Make sure your Cubs do it all!  Jim Dieker 

 

CS152 

 

Cubmasters Workshop:  You're the Cubmaster; now what? This course will discover the resources available to you to plan 

exciting Pack Meetings with pizzazz and an active program year to engage your Scouts - and still maintain your sanity.          

Jim Dieker  

 

CS153A 

 

Webelos Activity Pins:  Outdoor— Tips for Forester, Geologist, Naturalist, and Outdoorsman activity badges for Webelos.   

CS153B 

 

Webelos Activity Pins:  Community—Tips for Citizen, Communicator, Family Member, and Readyman activity badges for 

Webelos.    Rod Henk 

 

CS153C 

 

Webelos Activity Pins:  Technology—Tips for Craftsman, Engineer, Handyman, and Scientist activity badges for Webelos.   

CS153D 

 

Webelos Activity Pins:  Mental skills—Tips for Artist, Scholar, Showman, and Traveler activity badges for Webelos. 

 

CS153E 

 

Webelos Activity Pins:  Physical skills—Tips for Aquanaut, Athlete, Fitness, and Sportsman activity badges for Webelos. 

 

CS156 

 

Songs, Skits & Run-Ons:  If you are tired of doing the same old thing and are looking for new ideas to add pizzazz to 

meetings, campfires, and other special occasions, then this class is a MUST TAKE.  Learn some of the tricks of the trade 

when it comes to costuming, props, and keeping the Cubs and their families entertained.  Dakorie McElhaney  

 

CS160 

 

Recruit Those Cubs:  It's easy to get boys excited about Cub Scouting, but how do you get their parents to sign them up? 

We'll tell you how to get those families to join your pack, and more importantly, turn them into leaders as well. Brian Minsker 

 

CS161 What Cubs and Cub Leaders Can Expect at Prairielands Council Camps. What age Cub Scouts is the Camp Drake 

Program geared for?  How can you best prepare your Cubs and their families for Adventure Camp?  This session will help 

you prepare to make Camp Drake part of your year-round Pack program.   John Marquardt 

 

CS162 Cub Chemistry: Go beyond erupting volcanoes.  Learn some basic (and some more advanced!) science related experiments 

to do for advancement, at meetings,  and just for fun. Fred Lipp 

 

Cub Scout Curriculum 



 

       Some courses may not be offered as planned based on student demand and instructor availability.                     
 

BS102 

 

What Boy Scouts and Leaders Can Expect at Camp Drake:  There is more to coming to camp than just loading up the 

troop trailer and heading to Oakwood.  Have your Scouts completed the prerequisites for their badges?  Do you have Scouts 

that can’t come with your troop, but still want to come to Camp Drake?  Learn how to get the most out of your time at the 

Diamond on the Salt Fork River.  John Marquardt 

 

BS104 Planning Campout Menus:  Tired of hot dogs and beans on every campout?  You don't have to eat every meal out of a can.  

Plan nutritious and fun meals to go along with your camping experience.  Eating well doesn’t have to be a lot of work.   

BS110 

 

GREAT Places for Scouting Outings! Are your Outings not so great? Going to the same places you've been to many times 

before is just BORING! But where can you go? We’ll provide you info on special attractions for day or evening trips and for 

camping, hiking, and canoeing. See pictures of the places described. We’ll also discuss places that class members know about 

so bring some ideas of your own to share!  Flint Pellett  

 

BS113 Order of the Arrow:  Learn what the OA is and what it can do for your troop.  Discussion will include the position of OA 

Troop Representative as well as Camp Promotions, and the Unit Election Program.  Butch Price 

 

BS114 Courts of Honor:  Impress your Scouts and their families at your next Court of Honor.  Get tips on props and ways to set up 

the program so it’s new and exciting.  Jonathan Hall  

 

BS150 

 

Trail Cuisine: Backpack dining doesn’t have to be all freeze-dried or boring! This class will teach you how to plan, shop, 

pack, cook and clean up guided by a Leave-No-Trace attitude. Keep weight and cost down while boosting variety and 

nutrition! Chris Johns 

 

BS151 The Patrol Method:  Let the Scouts take the lead!  A detailed class on the benefits of a boy-led troop and how best to 

implement these ideas into your troop’s program.  Denver Douglas  

 

BS152 Merit Badge Counselor:  A Must for all Merit Badge Counselors!  This course covers the purpose, objectives, buddy system, 

and techniques as a counselor plus the requirements to become a merit badge counselor.  Denver Douglas  

 

BS156 Advanced Knots:  Scout leaders and Scouts can benefit from knowing several knots beyond the basic ones.  Knots will range 

from useful to decorative knots for fun that boys enjoy.  (Limit 16)  Gary Summers & Eric Wickizer  

 

BS219 

 

Backpacking For Beginners: Learn everything you need to know to be self-sufficient and have fun in the back country; from 

what you need to how to use it. Learn trip planning, what kind of gear and food to bring, how to select and pack a backpack, 

tent and sleeping bag/pad use and selection, cooking equipment, and how to choose and organize a campsite. Most important, 

"learn to think in ounces, not pounds."    Paul Lang  

 

BS256 

 

Lashings:  Learn the basic lashings required to reach First Class.  Others may be included if time permits.  This is a must for 

those pioneering projects!  (Limit 16)  Gary Summers & Eric Wickizer  

 

BS257 

 

Splicing:  The basics of splicing rope:  end splices, eye splices, short splices and long splices.  (Limit 16)  Gary Summers & 

Eric Wickizer  

 

BS260 Extreme Lightweight Backpacking  Mike Stevenson and WesTaylor 

 

 

BS361 BSA Chainsaw Training.  The safe operation of chain saws will be covered. A BSA certificate will be given for completion.  

A required course for anyone wishing to safely use chainsaws on BSA property.    Jim Sanstrom & Jack Jones   

 

  

 

 

Boy Scout Leader Curriculum 



 

       Some courses may not be offered as planned based on student demand and instructor availability.                     
 

 

COM106 Public Speaking for the Non-Professionals:  This presentation is designed to provide a general overview, with practical 

pointers, on preparation and delivery for those who do not regularly speak in public.  Develop your own style so you can 

deliver it like you mean it.  Daniel LaKemper  

  

COM108 

 

Anatomy of a Healthy Unit:  Don't wait until your unit needs an autopsy to figure out what went wrong.  When your unit is 

crippled by not having fresh blood pumping through its veins, you are not able to provide a quality program to your Scouts. 

Don't settle for just average - you want to thrive!  This seasoned leader will help you learn healthy unit habits like how to 

become more efficient, how to get more done and how utilize all of the resources available to you.            

 

COM111 

 

Commissioner Priorities:  To help commissioners focus on their main objective: to help units succeed.  Hints on some ways 

to keep your units on time, healthy and advancing.  Rick Hemp  

 

COM115 

 

Leadership Skills:  Leadership is a learned skill.  Discover the techniques effective leaders use to inspire and encourage   

others.  Ralph Kuchenbrod  

 

COM155 

 

Man vs. Woman:  Why are they so different?  Explore the scientific reasons why men and women think and act the way they 

do.  Why can’t he listen when he’s watching TV? Why does she talk all the time? These questions will be answered and many 

more! Couples are encouraged to attend together so you can finally understand each other!  Ellen Kuchenbrod 

 

COM158 

 

Communication: Are you losing something in the translation?  Do you have trouble communicating with Scouts, parents, 

volunteers and/or loved ones?  Is your dog the only one paying any attention to you?  This class will teach you techniques to 

improve your verbal communication and listening skills.  Ralph Kuchenbrod  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

VEN150 

 

Trail Cuisine: Backpack dining doesn’t have to be all freeze-dried or boring! This class will teach you how to plan, shop, 

pack, cook and clean up guided by a Leave-No-Trace attitude. Keep weight and cost down while boosting variety and 

nutrition!  Chris Johns 

 

VEN157 

 

Women in the Wild:  Don’t like the idea of being away from your creature comforts?  A little wary of “going” in the woods?  

Get some tips from women who have been there and done that.  Some outdoor survival tips for women and the men who 

camp with them.  Gay Martin   

VEN219 

 

Backpacking For Beginners: Learn everything you need to know to be self-sufficient and have fun in the back country; from 

what you need to how to use it. Learn trip planning, what kind of gear and food to bring, how to select and pack a backpack, 

tent and sleeping bag/pad use and selection, cooking equipment, and how to choose and organize a campsite. Most important, 

"learn to think in ounces, not pounds."    Paul Lang  

 

VEN269 

 

Girly Knots:  Take a walk on the silky side! Learn about knots as they have been used through history for clothing, jewelry 

and decorative adornment.  If you are ready to “go gorgeous” with rope in hand, this class is for you! There will be plenty of 

examples to inspire you, and you’ll get to make something pretty you can keep.  Chris Johns 

 

 

  

Commissioner Curriculum 

Venturing Curriculum 



 

       Some courses may not be offered as planned based on student demand and instructor availability.                     
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

From I-57 and I-72:  From I-57 take 

Exit 235A (University Ave) into 

Champaign; From I-72 proceed east into 

Champaign; at the first traffic light turn 

left onto Country Fair Drive; at the 

second traffic light turn left onto Bradley 

Ave.; at the first traffic light turn right 

into Parkland College; take the first left 

and go around to the West side, and park 

in Lot C4. 
  

  

From I-74:  Take Exit 181 South 

(Prospect Ave.) to Champaign; go south 

to Bradley Ave. and turn right.  At the 

third light turn right into Parkland 

College; take the first left and go around 

to the West side, and park in Lot C4. 

HOW DO I GET THERE? 

  
Address:  Parkland College, 2400 W. Bradley Ave, Champaign, IL 61821 

Park in Lot C4! (West side of Campus) 



 

       Some courses may not be offered as planned based on student demand and instructor availability.                     
 

10
th

 Annual Prairielands Training College Registration Form 

Name:                                                                            Position: 

Email Address: 

Address: 

City, State, Zip: 

Phone (Evening):                                             Phone (Daytime): 

Council:                                                            Unit: 

Class Selections (Please choose one course and one alternative for each time period.)  Two choices are required at each time. 

Note:  Classes numbered over 200 exceed 50 minutes in length (i.e. 201 is a 2 period course, etc.) 

PREFERRED METHOD OF REGISTRATION IS ONLINE!  Go to www.prairielandsbsa.org/college  (online registration 

closes February 11, 2010) 

Fees must be paid at the council office by 1/29/10 for the discount. 

9:00-9:50:                                                            Alternative: 

10:00-10:50:                                                        Alternative: 

11:00-11:50:                                                        Alternative: 

1:00-1:50:                                                            Alternative: 

2:00-2:50                                                             Alternative: 

3:00-3:50                                                             Alternative: 

Registration Fee:  $40.00                                                                         $_____________ 

Early Bird Discount:  $5.00 if payment is received by 1/29/10              $_____________ 

TOTAL FEES ENCLOSED                                                                    $_____________ 

Method of payment (circle):       Unit Account         Cash            Check       Charge Card 

Make check payable to:  Prairielands Council, BSA 

Mail To:     Prairielands Training College 

                   c/o Prairielands Boy Scout Council 

                   Raymond Lee Scout Service Center 

                   3301 Farber Drive, PO Box 6267 
                   Champaign, IL 61826-6267  

Or Fax completed form with payment information to 217-356-7785 if paying by Unit Account or Credit Card 

Visa/MasterCard/Discover #__ __ __ __/__ __ __ __/__ __ __ __/__ __ __ __ 

Expiration Date:   _____/______  Signature _________________________________ 

Office Use Only: 

Journal entry:  -504 Date Received:                              Check #                  Amount 

  

http://www.prairielandsbsa.org/college

